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A sample will be considered as not valid if :
1.	The tumor cells percentage is <10 %
of the whole sample

2.	The size of the region where the tumor cells
are located is < 5 mm²

FFPE BLOCK PREPARATION
INSTRUCTIONS

Only ONE block will be sent,
and preferably, the block used for
diagnostic (if enough material remains)
or the most representative block for
the patient’s diagnosis.
This single block will be packed in the
small bag provided. If several blocks are
sent, the process will be stopped and
will only start once the identification
of the most representative block
for the patient is made. In that case
the starting date of the analysis will
correspond to the confirmation of this
identification.
The following criteria will be checked by one of our
pathologists. They are very important to get enough
tumor DNA and avoid cross contamination with normal
DNA. We perform a high coverage sequencing,
nevertheless, if the contamination is too high, it could
happen that we might not be able to detect some
mutations at very low percentage.
Therefore, in order not to waste time and money, please
make sure that the criteria mentioned below are met.
Also note that in order not to have issues with fixation,
we strongly advice the following :
All FFPE tissue samples should be fixed in 10%
neutral-buffered formalin within 30 minutes after
surgery excision. Tissue samples should be fixed for a
period between 18 to 24 hours maximum and then
embedded in IHC-grade paraffin.
All samples from bones treated for decalcification
will not be eligible for our tests. Indeed, this treatment
degrades too much DNA which has already been
partially degraded due to FFPE treatment.

3.	The percentage of lymphocytes is too high
(>20% in the region where the tumor
cells are located)

SPECIMEN QUALIFICATION

The following guidelines are crucial to
ensure the feasibility of our tests and to
provide you with the best quality of final
results for your patients. If you are not
familiar with those, please discuss with
your pathologist or contact us directly

1. When sending a tumor block
a.	Add a self-sticking barcode label to the block.
b.	Place the tumor block in the small transparent
barcoded plastic bag provided.
c. Place the wrapped tumor block in the foam of
the OncoDEEP Shipment Kit.
Rem : Do not prepare any H&E slide, OncoDNA will
prepare one on-site.
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